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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
held on Monday 24th April 2017 at 8pm  
at the Sports & Social Centre, Danbury 

 
Present: Parish Cllrs:  S Berlyn (Chairman), Mrs A Chapman (Vice Chairman),   
C Baker, D Carlin, G Chapman, Mrs M Hessing, Mrs B Hallett, B Hinken, A Keeler,  
J Steele, P Sutton, J Thombs, M Telling  
 
City Cllrs:  Bob Shepherd and Ian Wright 
 
Approximately 140 members of the public including representatives of the Danbury 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, Little Baddow Parish Council, Woodham 
Walter Parish Council, RCCE, local clubs and organisations.   
 
In attendance: Mrs M Saunders (Parish Clerk), Mrs L Mitchelmore (Neighbourhood 
Plan Co-ordinator), Mrs H Mayes (Assistant Clerk)  
 
Apologies for absence: Apologies were received from City Cllr Ambor, County Cllr 
Spence and the Danbury Country Park Ranger.  
 
1.  Welcome and Introduction 
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Stuart Berlyn, welcomed all present to the 
meeting.  The Chairman explained that information sheets and last years minutes 
had been placed on each chair for residents to read about the work of the Parish 
Council in the last year.  There was also a financial report together with information 
about the Neighbourhood Plan and a short questionnaire.   
 
The Chairman also updated the meeting on the recent Richborough Estates planning 
application.  The decision for this had been delayed and may not be available until 
June 2017.   
 
2.  Approval of Annual Parish Meeting Minutes of 18th April 2016  
City Cllr Shepherd  proposed that the minutes be approved.  This was seconded by 
Alison Cooper and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18th April 2016 
be approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
3.  Questions for Parish Council 
A question was raised about the purpose of the traffic lights installed at Eves Corner.  
They did not appear to be serving any purpose.  The Chairman advised that these 
had been put in and funded by ECC Highways in order to maintain the flow of traffic 
on the A414.  The Parish Council had objected to the traffic lights being installed at 
the time.  County Cllr Spence was aware of a number of complaints regarding the 
lights and the Parish Council’s view.  Residents could put their views forward to 
Essex County Council.  The Chairman also noted that the delayed pedestrian 
crossing outside the Medical Centre was now due in May 2017.  There were no 
further questions so the Chairman introduced the first speaker.   
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4.  Guest Speaker Jenny Robinson, Planning & Housing Policy Team, 
Chelmsford City Council (New Local Plan) 
Mrs Robinson gave an overview of Neighbourhood Plans and explained how they 
were closely linked with the Local Plan for the Chelmsford District.   
 
Neighbourhood Plans were a community plan.  They were written and approved by 
the community through the Localism Act in order to manage development and 
growth.  They should focus on the use and development of land for the next 10 to 20 
years and would be enforced alongside the local plan.  300 plans had been to 
referendum so far.  There were 50 active plans in Essex, 3 of which had been 
completed.  The Chelmsford District had 6 Neighbourhood Plans currently underway.   
 
The Government was committed to simplifying the process and there was a lot of 
guidance and some funding available.  Some of the benefits included:   

 Influencing decision making (the plan carried weight in the planning decision) 

 Guiding development 

 Shaping the local area 

 Building on existing documents (such as the Danbury Planning Framework) 

 Increase Community Infrastructure Levy (CiL) payments.  These would 
increase from 15% to 25% with a plan in place.   

 
The Neighbourhood Plan needed to find out what people liked and disliked about 
their area and required evidence to back this up.  It added to the CCC Local Plan.  
As well as planning matters, the plan could also protect views, improve particular 
areas etc.  It would not stop development but was a tool to manage it.  The plan 
could not promote less development than the Local Plan or conflict with national 
planning legislation.   
 
CCC offered assistance with the technical aspects of the plan.  They would fund and 
arrange the independent examination required to check soundness and compliancy 
with national policy.  A referendum would then take place for residents to vote the 
plan in.  90% of Neighbourhood Plans had been voted yes so far.  Once adopted it 
would become part of the Local Plan.   
 
Mrs Robinson then explained how the New Local Plan set out strategic priorities in 
the Chelmsford District.  Evidence from the Neighbourhood Plan would inform the 
Local Plan.  The Local Plan was a planned approach to development to help in 
maintaining a five year land supply.  There was Government pressure to build and 
the plan should align infrastructure and growth.  Some sites had been included that 
had come forward for previous plans.  The aim was to adopt the Local Plan in 2018 
and it would then run until 2036.  The Local Plan was currently being consulted on at 
the Preferred Option stage and identified specific sites for development in the lifetime 
of the plan.  The next stage would be the final draft which would be consulted on in 
the autumn.   
 
The Chelmsford District New Local Plan had 10,800 new homes and 40 sites up to 
2036.  2000 of these homes were on brownfield sites in the city centre.  There would 
be 725 new jobs per year.  This would increase the population to 198,000 by 2036.   
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Danbury was considered to be a sustainable location for development as it had local 
services such as shops, schools, doctors etc.  There were some constraints 
including traffic which was also affected by growth in the Maldon District.  The 
Preferred Options document had allocated 100 homes to Danbury which should be 
adjacent to or within the defined settlement boundary.  The Neighbourhood Plan 
could decide where the 100 houses should be development and this could be one 
site or split across several.  CCC were currently doing a further call for sites and the 
Neighbourhood Plan could also do its own call for sites.  The current Local Plan 
consultation closed on the 11th May 2017 and was available online, at the library and 
the Parish Office.  Residents were encouraged to visit the drop in exhibition on 2nd 
May at the Village Hall from 4pm to 8pm but they could visit any of the exhibitions 
taking place in the Chelmsford area as the information was the same.   
 
5. Questions for Speaker 
Mrs Robinson asked if anyone had any questions and the following questions were 
asked and answered:   
 
Q - How much do CCC liaise with other areas i.e. Maldon for issues such as 
traffic? 
A – All Local Authorities had a duty to co-operate and there were regular cross-
boundary meetings regarding relevant issues such as traffic.  There was also work 
with Essex County Council and Health services.  All authorities needed to be on 
board for a successful examination of the Local Plan.  Danbury is impacted greatly 
by development in the Maldon District but all individuals can comment on these 
planning applications, even if outside the CCC area.   
 
Q- What would happen if the Neighbourhood Plan was completed before the 
Local Plan? 
A – The most up to date local plan was the one that would be enforced and would 
supersede a Neighbourhood Plan.  However, the two were being produced at the 
same time and so this would allow the local community to influence  where the 
allocated development would go.  Areas that were not producing a Neighbourhood 
Plan would not have this choice.   
 
Q – Please could you clarify the three options? 
A – The three options in the previous consultation had been considered based on 
feedback.  This had created the Preferred Options Document which was a hybrid of 
the three.  All comments submitted had been read and taken into account to produce 
the latest consultation documents.  CCC would continue to defend any sites which 
were outside of the plan.  Once the new Local Plan was adopted, this would make 
future development clear for the future.  If applications went to appeal, this was 
carried out by an independent planning inspector which the Council had no input into 
but they would hope that the Inspectorate would be in agreement with the City 
Council’s decisions.   
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Q – CCC had defended planning applications within Danbury.  If an appeal was 
lodged, and won, prior to 2021 for 100 homes, would Danbury have to have a 
further 100 homes as part of the New Local Plan?  There had been a lot of 
contradictions throughout Essex regarding appeals.   
A – Mrs Robinson would need to seek further clarification on this but it was unlikely 
that the inspector would go against the City Council decision.  Some Councils do not 
have a plan in place and the closer to the adoption of the plan, the more weight it 
carries.   
 
Q – There was no allocation for Danbury in the last 5 years of the New Local 
Plan.  Does that mean it would have to take more housing then? 
A – No, other than windfall sites 
 
Q –Can the Neighbourhood Plan enable investment into more school places? 
A – Any CiL money raised by development would be decided by the Parish Council.  
Mrs Robinson would need to check the details of the uses that the Parish Council 
could put the money towards.  Once the Neighbourhood Plan was in place, 25% of 
CiL would be allocated to the Parish Council at a rate of £125 per square metre 
(there were some exclusions to this).   
 
There were no further questions and the Chairman thanked Mrs Robinson for 
speaking and answering the questions.  The Chairman wished to add that the 
Neighbourhood Plan belonged to the village and was not a Parish Council plan.  The 
final approval would come from the village and, if approved, the Parish Council 
would become the statutory authority.  If there was no Neighbourhood Plan, there 
would be no control over future development and its design.  The Parish Council 
always commented on Maldon District Council consultations regarding the traffic 
implications and he encouraged any individuals to do the same.   
 
The Chairman then introduced Mrs Sue Dobson, Chairman of the Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Group.   
 
6.  Launch of the Danbury Neighbourhood Plan:   Guest Speaker Sue Dobson, 
Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Mrs Dobson thanked those present for coming along to the launch of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  The Steering Group had been formed in early December 2016 
and had local people from all walks of life.  It could be hard for the community to 
have a say but they knew best what was needed.  Although the Neighbourhood Plan 
could not influence the number of houses, it could influence the type of housing and 
where they were built.  This would depend on the community putting forward their 
views and opinions.  The proposed 100 houses allocated in the most recent New 
Local Plan consultation was likely and so it was important that the community had 
their say.  The Steering Group would be using questionnaires and workshops to get 
the input from the village of people who live and work there.  Sites for development 
would be determined as a result of this feedback.  The Neighbourhood Plan would 
also cover other issues such as transport and village facilities.   
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Since December, a huge amount of work had been taking place.  Three working 
groups had been set up and a forward plan agreed.  The website was now live 
(www.danburyneighbourhoodplan.com) and residents should check here regularly 
for progress updates and access to online questionnaires.   
 
Drop in sessions were to be held on the 4th and 6th May at The Old Pavilion between 
10am and 4pm.  This would enable a more detailed questionnaire to be drafted and 
sent out in July with analysis during August.  This questionnaire would form the basis 
for the plan.  Questionnaires would be online and paper and the group would 
especially like to hear the views of young people.  There would be sessions with the 
local primary school children but it was important to get the views of those 11 years 
and up who were harder to reach as there were no senior schools in the parish.   
 
It was hoped that a second questionnaire would be sent out in September, potential 
sites assessed in October and a draft plan produced by January 2018.  It was hoped 
that the plan would be submitted to CCC by March 2018 and then a referendum be 
held in August 2018.  The New Local Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan were 
progressing concurrently which gave the most protection to Danbury.   
 
Mrs Dobson asked those present to complete the short questionnaire that had been 
left on every seat and hand back to the representatives of the group.   
 
7.  Questions for Speaker & Public Participation Session 
The following questions were asked and answered by Mrs Dobson:  
 
Q – There were currently 47 dwelling approved for development in Danbury.  
Would these be included in the Neighbourhood Plan?  
A – No, there was a current plan in place which present applications would need to 
comply with.  The Neighbourhood Plan would fit with the New Local Plan once this 
was in force.  The detail of the Neighbourhood Plan would need to be informed by 
the community and there would need to be evidence in place to be submitted for 
examination.   
 
City Cllr Wright wished to comment that he felt that Mrs Dobson was very 
knowledgeable and skilled and that the Danbury Neighbourhood Plan Group was 
very fortunate to have her as their Chairman.  He felt that it was very important that 
the Neighbourhood Plan was put in place as this would give Danbury more 
protection than many other nearby parishes.   
 
Mrs Dobson noted that the Members of the Steering Group had a wide variety of 
skills and knowledge and that they had achieved a lot in a short time.  There were 
still opportunities for residents to get involved.   
 
There were no further questions and the Chairman thanked Mrs Dobson for 
speaking.   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.danburyneighbourhoodplan.com/


6 
 

8. Chairman’s Concluding Remarks 
The Chairman wished to make the following observations before closing the 
meeting.   

 The Neighbourhood Plan would have to comply with National Policies and 
sites would have to comply with assessment criteria.   

 CiL money issued to the Parish Council had to be spent for the benefit of the 
whole village.   

 The traffic through Danbury remained a big issue.  The Parish Council 
continued to lobby for a bypass to enable the downgrading of the A414 to a B 
road for traffic calming measures to be put in.   

 
The Chairman of the Council thanked all the staff and Members of the Parish Council 
for their help.  Thanks were also given to all the City Councillors, organisations and 
residents who had supported the Annual Parish Meeting this year.   
 
The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.     
 
 
 
Signed………………………………….. 
 
 
Chairman of the Parish Council 


